21st Century Phrase List

This high-frequency phrase list includes high-frequency phrases from an analysis of a 39-million-word corpus drawn
from the most widely used current textbook series for reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, and
science in grades 1-12. The analysis resulted in the identification of 176 most frequent primary grade reading
phrases that appear within core textbooks. These phrases can be used for reading instruction and assessment and
are more aligned with the reading demands students face in the 21st century.

Top 10 most frequent Unigrams, Bigrams, and Trigrams by Grade Level

Unigrams
Rank Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

1 the the the the the the the

2 a a a a of of of

3 to to to of a a and

4 and and of to to and a

5 is of and and and to to

6 of in in in in in in

7 in is is is is is is

8 you you you you that you that

9 how how how that you that for

10 are are that are for for as

Bigrams
Rank Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

1 in the in the of the of the of the of the of the
2 how many of the in the in the in the in the in the
3 isa how many to the to the to the ofa to the
4 of the isa on the on the on the to the ofa

5 you can to the how many isa ofa is the and the
6 on the on the isa is the is the on the on the
7 write the at the is the ofa and the isa is the
8 do you is the of a ina ina and the ina

9 is the you can ina from the from the ina from the
10 to the ina from the how many United States what is isa
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Rank

1

A~ W

9

10

Grade 1 Grade 2
look at the look at the
the United

how can you States

words to know what is the

draw a picture to help you

how do you you can use

unit unit unit ~ do you think

you can use to find the
| can read as you read
essential

guestion how = you need to

high frequency
words to make a

Trigrams
Grade 3

the United
States

what is the

asyouread  the numberof the number of

to find the

the number of

look at the
do you think
part of the

compare and
contrast

how can you

Grade 4
the United
States

what is the

one of the

part of the

as you read
to find the

do you think

of the united

in the united

Grade 5

the United
States

what is the

of the united

as you read

part of the
do you think

one of the

to find the

compare and
contrast

Top 10 most frequent Unigrams, Bigrams, and Trigrams by Domain

Rank

£
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Math Science
the the
of of
a a
and and
to in
is to
in is
you that
for are
that you

Unigrams

Social Studies

the

of

and

to

that

for

on
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Reading & ELA

the

and

to

of

that

you

Grades 6-8

what is the

the number of
to find the

do you think

the graph of

the United
States

the area of

one of the

the value of

the length of

All
the

of

and

to

that
you

for

Grades 9-12

the United
States

what is the
one of the
the number of

shown in
figure

do you think
as you read

part of the

in the united

the end of



Rank

10

Rank

10

Source:

Shanahan, T., University of lllinois at Chicago, & Elmore, J., MetaMetrics. (2023). High Frequency Phrases for

Math
of the
ofa
is the
in the
find the
to the
isa
what is
number of

how many

Math

what is the

the number of
to find the
the graph of
the area of
the value of
the length of

explain your
reasoning

to the nearest

the sum of

Science
of the
in the
to the

ofa
is the
on the
ina
from the
and the

isa

Science

shown in figure

what is the

as shown in
the number of
the amount of

the mass of

one of the

part of the

what are the

do you think

Bigrams

Social Studies
of the
in the
to the
United States
and the
the united
on the
from the
by the

for the

Trigrams

Social Studies

the United
States

one of the
of the united
do you think
in the united
how did the

part of the

as aresult

the Soviet Union

World War Il

Reading Assessment, Instruction, and Research.
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Reading & ELA
of the
in the
to the
on the
and the
ina
from the
ofa
at the

isa

Reading & ELA

as you read

ideas and details
key ideas and
do you think
one of the
point of view

what is the

and details a
the end of

the United
States

All
of the
in the
to the

ofa
is the
on the
and the

ina
isa

from the

All

what is the

the United
States

the number of
one of the
do you think
as you read

to find the

shown in figure

part of the

what are the





Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		21st+Century+Phrase+List.pdf






		Report created by: 

		MetaMetrics Inc.


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


